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cross mountains, deserts and steppe regions with their modern automobiles; this sort of transportation, however, would not pay in many other dry countries, where wagons and carts are only for local use in the oases. In the irrigated oases the ground is furrowed in all directions by canals and ditches; the wheels of the carts must therefore be pretty high and the distance between the wheels rather wide so that the cart will not turn over when passing the laby-rinthic system of canals and ditches. A light protection against sun and dust might also be advisable.
A curious but very practical method of crossing rivers in many dry regions in Asia is carried out by means of inflated skins. By means of an inflated goat or wolf akin, a man easily crosses even very rapid streams, and on four or six of these skins tied together with branches and ropes and covered with furs and blankets quite a number of people can cross even fairly violent mountain streams together without any danger. I thus crossed rivers in the interior of Asia many times without getting my feet wet. But this mode of ferrying can be used only by human beings; it is too fragile for the transportation of animals.
In a discussion of transportation in regions of dry climate, there should, of course, also be included a treatment of transportation in the polar regions and in Australia, and a comparison between railroads and even airship and aeroplane transportation in dry and humid countries, but the time available is too short and my preparation momentarily insufficient to go into the matter in detail. A treatment of the problem as a whole might, I think, be of interest geographically.